A meeting was called to order by Chairman Nolan at 6:40 pm on May 11, 2010 at our recreation building located in Ventnor Heights at Surrey and Balfour Avenues in accordance with the sunshine law.

Present: Lori Nolan, John Gallagher, Diane Birkbeck, Debbie Beirne, Bart Beck, AJ Russo and Commissioner Weintrob, Director Thomas.

In audience: Tim Kreischer, Mayor Kelly arrived 6:45pm
Special Events Application:

Shore Memorial Skin Cancer Screening-  Marge Scaney present to talk about application. The date will be July 17, 2010 from 9-2:30pm. Like to use the Newport Gazebo to attract people.  . All fees and insurances are included.  Comm. Weintrob stated that he will contact the public works about getting a sign made that will state that the gazebo is city property and that it is used by permit only so that the group has no problem using the gazebo.  This permit sign will be present all the time not just for this situation.  They will provide tables and chairs themselves.  They do request extra trash cans near the site if possible.

A motion was made by John Gallagher to approve application and second by Diane Birkbeck.  All in favor.

Second Application:  Frank Sarno was present to discuss the Absecon Island Surfing Contest that he runs for the city and recreation department.  It has been going on for 35 years prior. The date he would like to start is August 21, 2010 and of course it will be all based on the waves that day, but that is the first weekend they would like to try for the contest.  Last year they added another division- Legends Division for 55 and older, a few people signed up for the age bracket.  They had 80 people last year for the contest.  The recreation board usually donates the trophies, this year Director Thomas stated that Mr. Sarno might want to look around for cheaper prices; some board members gave him some names of companies they have recently started using.  He will call these other companies.

Mr. Sarno will also make contact with the Drug & Alcohol Alliance to see what kind of donation if any they can give this year as in the previous years.

Comm. Weintrob stated his concern when the contest does happen the 200 ft marker from the pier needs to be honored because not only from the danger of hooks from fisherman by it is a “rule”.   Mr. Sarno stated that they try to honor that marker but it’s hard sometimes. Suggestion was made to Mr. Sarno to have some kind of notice, letter made and distributed to the fishing pier members and pier master to let them know the contest will begin and that maybe everyone can “share” the ocean for the particular day. Mr. Sarno stated as far as the rest of the time then the surfers do need to keep that “marker” in mind when surfing and be considerate of the pier.

No fees or insurance are required separately since he runs the contest for the city.  Motion was made Debbie Beirne and seconded by Lori Nolan to approve.  All were in favor.  
Comm. Weintrob stated he will talk to public works about making some kind of notice when the contest happens to inform the fishing pier members and pier master of the event.  It would only be for 1 day.

Third Application is:

Arc of Atlantic County; like to have the event October 9, 2010 from 8-2pm.  They would only use the boardwalk beginning at Newport, head towards Jackson, turn around back to Newport and off the boardwalk where they would go to St. James Church parking lot.

They did ask for assistance in crossing over the participants from Atlantic Avenue to St. James parking lot, they were informed they must address that with the Police Department.  The fees and insurances were included, same as last year.  A motion was made to approve by Diane Birkbeck and Seconded by John Gallagher.  All were in favor

Fourth Application:

Kenny Wyland Memorial Run: The Ventnor City FMBA runs the event in conjunction with the recreation board.  Sunday 5/30/10 is the event; it begins at 6am with pre-registration and the over by 2pm. They begin at Newport Ave on the boardwalk for a walk and then Atlantic Ave for the run part. Newport Ave. beach area and community building has been reserved for this.  The FBMA does the entire event. Insurances waivers were provided for Longport and Margate already by CJ Adams and sent to them.  A motion was made to approve by Lori Noland and seconded by Bart Beck.  All were in favor

Directors report:

Summer season volleyball. Director Feely requested the city to purchase some sand to add to the courts at Somerset Avenue.  The cost would be about $950-$1000.  Director Thomas stated that the courts other than being cleaned and raked they have not invested any money in sand and this should be done. Also Mr. Feely wanted a small fence put up near where the beach patrol park to keep them off this area( where the play volleyball). Director Thomas will look into that matter and get some prices.
Indoor volleyball did pretty well for the first time, co-ed.

The sports camp and the “tot” arts and crafts program flyers out.  Cultural Arts flyer also out it will offer gymnastics and dance to the older kids who want a camp for the summer.

Both programs will run June 28-August 6th. 9 -1pm.  The camps had to have a slight increase due to the buses for this year programs (the trips).

Villanova soccer camp for the first time will be offered by BJ Callaghan who grew up in Ventnor and now is the men’s coach for Villanova. The camp will start August 23-27.  This is included on the flyer as a special program.   

New this summer there will be evening programs for the summer offered at the VECC on the weekdays.  They will have open night - basketball, field hockey and volleyball will see what kind of interest there is for this.  It will be from 6-8pm.  

Commissioner Weintrob brought up an incident that happened 1 ½ - 2 weeks ago at the little league field between 2 coaches.  He asked if there is a “code of conduct” for the coaches and parents.  AJ Russo stated that he along with little league President Rich Mendel are getting together to have a packet put together that states conduct, field usages etc for coaches as well as parents.  Comm. Weintrob stated that he wants to be informed when this document is complete and he wants to be reassured that all coaches will adhere to this “policy” or they won’t be coaching any longer.  He stated that has coaches we have a certain image to live up to- to show examples to the kids when faced with all situations and that he has a Commissioner will not tolerate bad behavior from any coach.

Board member Gallagher stated that when the city ran the programs we had more control over them in cases just like this.  Board member Beck strongly disagreed and stated that the programs run better now that the “city” is not involved in the programs of Little League and Pirates football organizations and that the city only gets involved when it is absolutely necessary.    Now there is a level of command with these organizations being handled separate from the city.
Public portion opened 7:32 pm 
Public portion closes 7:32 pm- no audience participation

Motion was made to adjourn meeting by AJ Russo and seconded by Diane Birkbeck. All were in favor. 

